Chamber Priorities for 2012
(Feb. 2012)

Happy Groundhog’s Day, happy Valentine’s Day, happy President’s Day, and happy Leap Year Day!!  I think that covers all the holidays in February.  Those of you born on February 29th will get to celebrate on your actual birthday this year!  Happy birthday!

Now, on to Chamber business…..we had a great turn-out for our Awards Banquet!  Thanks to everyone who bid on the silent auction items; we raised more this year than ever before!  The meal, prepared by the Eagle’s Club women, and the entertainment, courtesy of Mike Franklin, Rebecca Renz, and Brittney Donn, was exceptional.  Congratulations to our award winners:  Brent Dillinger (Citizen of the Year), MJ’s Flowers (Business), Lisa Hackman (Teacher), Andrew Mowery (Youth Volunteer), Dave McGaffey & Al Selk (Adult Volunteers), Ashley Denton (Employee), Western Marketing Associates (Business Beautification), and Jim Schwertley (Lifetime Achievement Award).

Now, looking forward…..

The Chamber will be hosting a legislative coffee on Saturday, March 17th.  It will be from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. at the Rand Center and Representative Matt Windschitl and Senator Jim Seymour will be here to listen to your concerns and answer your questions.  We’ll provide the coffee and doughnuts so please join us on March 17th.

Our annual Chili cook-off is Saturday, March 24th at the Eagle’s Club.  Doors will open at 4:30 and you’ll get all the chili and soup you can eat for only $6.00.  Sandwiches and dessert will also be available at a nominal price.   If you are interested in entering the cook-off, please contact me in the office at 642-2553 or via e-mail at chamberofcommerce1@juno.com.  There are only 17 spots available (that’s all the roasters the breaker box at the Eagle’s Club will hold!) and I have only 9 spots left so sign up soon!

The Chamber board of directors has been discussing our priorities for 2012.  Among them are more After Hours Events for further opportunities for businesses to network; attracting new members; using our new website for better and faster communication to and for our members, community and visitors; sitting on the committee to renovate and relocate the caboose; and more emphasis on economic development for Missouri Valley.

We want to make 2012 a year when we forge new ground.  Rest assured, your Chamber will continue to fulfill its mission and work together with all our partners as we challenge ourselves, as a community, to be the best we can be.

Our Mission Statement:  We are dedicated to making Missouri Valley a great place to live, work, dine, shop, raise and educate our children.
